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A new community-curated exhibi-
tion is telling stories of Tucson’s rich,
diverse cultural history through aug-
mented reality.

Tucsonans can find the exhibition’s 
QR codes in various spots across Tuc-
son, including the Arizona State Mu-
seum on the University of Arizona 
campus, Bonita Park on the city’s west

side, the Tucson Convention Center’s
Linda Ronstadt Music Hall, Mission 
Garden, the Tucson Chinese Cultural
Center and Dunbar Pavilion.

When scanning the QR codes, peo-
ple can access AR elements such as 
360-degree videos, 3D objects, his-
torical photos and documents, oral his-
tories, poems recited in five languages
and more.

The “Discovering Community in the
Borderlands” exhibition aims to help 
locals and visitors learn more about 
the city’s diversity while making the 
history of Tucson communities easily 

accessible to everyone.
“The stories and the materials in-

cluded are shared and developed by
members of the communities they
represent,” said Lisa Falk, the head of 
community engagement and cura-
tor of education at the Arizona State
Museum. “For me, it’s super import-
ant that we learn from the community 
and that those communities’ voices are 
the ones that are telling their stories,
that they’re not filtered through an ac-
ademic lens, but that they’re actually

A modern-day way to go back in time
The University of 
Arizona’s Center for 
Digital Humanities 
created the AR 
app and content 
for the Discovering
Community in
the Borderlands 
project. Some of the 
content includes 
3D objects and
360-degree videos.
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THE ARIZONA 
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BILL FINLEY
Special to the Arizona Daily Star

The writing is on the wall
today for one of Tucson’s old-
est and most important insti-
tutions. Really. On the wall, 
and there’s nothing ominous 
about it.

Instead, words on the walls
have brought thousands of 
visitors to the ongoing exhi-
bition at the Etherton Gallery
in the Old Barrio downtown.

The exhibit includes a col-
lection called “El Sueño de 
Razón,” or “The Sleep of Rea-
son,” by Alice Leora Briggs, and 
an untitled array of text art by 
Kitty Brophy. All 45 pieces dis-
play or represent words, and 
visitors can’t help but feel the 
power of language … especially 
when magnified by art.

The show will run through 
Nov. 25, and gallery owner 
Terry Etherton is delighted 
with the response so far.

“In many ways these artists
are very different,” he said. 
“The work on the wall doesn’t 
look anything alike. But from 
other perspectives, there is 
overlap and dialogue here. 
Both of these women are fear-
less. They’re dealing in areas 
most people aren’t comfort-
able with, and they’re letting 
us into very private worlds. 
They’re baring their souls, in
a way.”

Visually, the two sets of 
works are strikingly dissim-
ilar. The sgraffiti by Briggs
are images scratched through 
black to shades of grey. The 
offerings from Brophy are big 

and bright, with black words
popping from a brilliant red
background.

Briggs’ selections illustrate 
the book she co-authored with
Julián Cardona, “Abecedario
de Juárez,” or “Alphabet of 
Juarez,” which was published
by the University of Texas
Press last year.

At its heart, the book is a
lexicon of the Spanglish slang
that evolved in the criminal
world that so dominated life
in Juarez the first two decades
of the 2000s — particularly
during the presidency of Felipe
Calderón.

Briggs and Cardona — an 
award-winning photographer
and journalist best-known for 
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Artwork by Alice Leora Briggs hangs in the Etherton Gallery, part of an exhibit called “El Sueño de Razón,” or “The Sleep of Reason,” in Tucson on Oct. 18. The show runs through Nov. 25.

BOOKMARKS

A portion of “The Book of Female Don’ts” by Kitty Brophy hangs in the
Etherton Gallery.
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in the words from that community 
and that we’re just helping make 
them accessible.”

Falk and the Arizona State Mu-
seum spearheaded the project in 
collaboration with the UA Cen-
ter for Digital Humanities, which 
developed the AR content, the UA 
Poetry Center, Borderlands The-
ater, Mission Garden, the Tucson 
Chinese Cultural Center, Dunbar 
Pavilion and the Pascua Yaqui 
Tribe’s Department of Language 
and Culture.

The idea for the project was 
developed by Falk during the 
COVID-19 pandemic when many 
recreational and educational facil-
ities shut down.

“We were all madly writing 
grants to try to figure out how we 
can stay viable in the community 
when our doors are closed. And I 
partnered, at the time, with the 
Poetry Center and the Center for 
Digital Humanities and we threw 
around a lot of ideas,” Falk said. 
“We came up with this idea of (do-
ing) a series of exhibits that are only 
accessible through augmented 
reality through digital means — 
they don’t exist beyond a QR code 
— that talks about the history and 
cultural traditions of various com-
ponents of our diverse borderlands 
community.”

The project came to fruition 
after receiving grants from the In-
stitute of Museum and Library Ser-
vices and the UA Library’s Andrew 
W. Mellon Digital Borderlands 
program. The cost of the project 
was around $250,000, according 
to Falk.

“This is a real model that we 
could add stories to because there 
are a billion stories not told and 
there are other communities of 
people not included in this,” Falk 
said. “And they could be added on; 
we just have to write more grants 
and raise the money to do it. So, it’s 
not like we’re saying these are the 
only stories — are the only com-
munities — of worth in our com-
munity. We only had this as sort of 
a pilot, in some ways, but now we 
know how to do them. And it’d be 
really exciting to do more. It’s just 
a lot of time and work.”

Currently, the Discovering 
Community in the Borderlands 
project has six QR codes posted 
across Tucson, with a seventh 
possibly coming next month at the 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe’s administra-
tion building.

The project’s AR exhibits are free 
to access any time of the day as a 
majority of the signs are outside, 
with the exception of the Tucson 

Chinese Cultural Center.
If you’re unable to check out the 

exhibits in person, the QR codes 
are also shared on the Discovering 
Community in the Borderlands 
website (dcb.arizona.edu) so you 
can enjoy the AR experience from 
anywhere. The website also offers 
a couple writing prompts that peo-
ple can use as a way to learn more 
about Tucson’s cultural history. 

“I hope that by using (AR), it 
brings history a little closer to 
people, and it lets them make 
connections and be excited about 
something,” Falk said. “Maybe they 
won’t go into a museum to learn 
about a specific culture. But if they 
happen to be out and about in Tuc-
son and they see this and they try it, 
they’re like, ‘Oh, wow, I never knew 
this about the Chinese community. 
I didn’t know that underneath this 
concrete structure of downtown 
that this whole community lived 
and worked here.’

“And it starts bringing history 
alive and making our commu-
nity robust with stories and the 
humanity we share and have the 
same desires and we live in this 
community (with),” Falk said. 
“Overall the goal was to involve 
people with the community, its 
past, its present, the cultural sto-
ries of it, the objects that we use, 
the photographs that document 
our existence here.”

Find the QR codes 
 Arizona State Museum, 1013 

E. University Blvd.
 Bonita Park, 20 N. Bonita Ave.
 Linda Ronstadt Music Hall, 

260 S. Church Ave.
 Mission Garden, 946 W. Mis-

sion Lane
 Tucson Chinese Cultural 

Center, 1288 W. River Road
 Dunbar Pavilion, 325 W. Sec-

ond St.
For more information about the  

project, visit dcb.arizona.edu.

his images of Juarez — identified 
more than 200 words. Many are 
brought to life by Briggs sketches, 
others by Cardona’s interviews.

“The book doesn’t have a stan-
dard format,” Briggs said. “You can 
open it anywhere and see words 
that became part of a city’s lan-
guage. Then they explode into a 
story. It’s a minefield of language.”

Many Tucsonans may remem-
ber that Briggs collaborated with 
the late Charles Bowden, the well-
known author and journalist who 
chronicled the violence along 
our southern border. Briggs il-
lustrated one of his most iconic 
books, “Dreamland: The Way Out 
of Juarez,” which was published in 
2010.

Both were absorbed in their own 
projects in Juarez when Briggs’ hus-
band suggested a possible partner-
ship. “My husband had never met 
Chuck, but he thought my images 
looked like Chuck’s writing.”

Interestingly, “Dreamland” in-
cludes several sketches Briggs had 
made before they met … and be-
fore he started writing the book. 
“That’s how closely our stuff 
dovetailed,” she said.

It was Bowden who intro-
duced Briggs to Cardona … at the 
Etherton Gallery in 2007. After 
completing “Dreamland,” Briggs 
began working with Cardona on 
“Abecedario.”

The book became a labor of love, 
and then — when Cardona died of 
Parkinson’s in 2020 — a product 
of heartbreak. In the end, Briggs 
was both author and illustrator, 
working from the interviews and 
reporting provided by her friend.

Briggs and Brophy both con-
sider themselves artists rather 
than writers, yet …

“I’ve written my whole life,” 
Briggs said. “I wrote for the 
Reader in Chicago and the Salt 
Lake Tribune when I worked at 
Utah State.”

Brophy majored in creative 
writing at UC-Santa Cruz.

“Growing up, I was one of those 
weird kids who read dictionar-
ies and did spelling bees,” she 
laughed. “I’ve always loved lan-
guage. I’ve always loved words.”

One of her pieces on the wall 
at the gallery is evidence of that. 
“It’s 2020, Bi***” shows a random 
assortment of words that caught 
Brophy’s attention during the 
early stages of the pandemic.

“Instead of writing an essay 
about what I was feeling, I just 
wrote down words … words that 
jumped out at me when we were 
all trapped at home. Between the 

pandemic and the election, there 
was so much coming at us. People 
were making up new words just to 
describe it all.”

Because all of us remember the 
experience, and each of us weath-
ered it in different ways, no two 
people will be drawn to the same 
words in Brophy’s “2020.”

Similarly framed yet differ-
ently presented is another new 
Brophy offering: “The Book of 
Female Don’ts.” This time we see 
sentences … advice and cultural 
cues that girls and women hear 
throughout their lives.

“I grew up with four sisters 
and five female cousins who lived 
next door,” Brophy said. “We’ve all 
talked about the messaging girls 
get from the media, from mov-
ies, from people we know. Some-
times I catch myself repeating 
these things because they’re so 
ingrained. I’m 63 now, so imagine 
how much of it I’ve heard.”

Again, no two women will be 
drawn to the same two sentences 

in Brophy’s “Book.”
Although Briggs and Brophy 

both live in Tucson, they hadn’t 
met until introduced by Ether-
ton before their show opened last 
month.

Now … well, let’s hope this isn’t 
their last two-woman show. The 
writing is already on the wall.

Get more info at ethertongal-
lery.com

FOOTNOTES 
 Author Kianna Alexan-

der will be featured at the Pima 
County Public Library’s annual 
LGBTQ+ Author Talk this Sunday, 
Oct. 22, at the Loft Cinema. The 
event will go from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
and include a conversation be-
tween Alexander and the library’s 
Jessica Pryde. Alexander’s latest 
books are “Can’t Resist Her” and 
“Can’t Let Her Go.” Learn more at 
tucne.ws/1ofw.

 Sharon O’Brien has been 
named the new executive direc-
tor at Literacy Connects. Hers 
is a familiar face there. She has 
headed the Stories That Soar pro-
gram since the organization was 
founded in 2011. O’Brien replaces 
Matt Tarver-Wahlquist, who re-
signed last November.

 Novelist Shelby Van Pelt will 
be the featured guest when the 
Tucson Festival of Books unveils 
its first list of authors who will 
take part in the festival in the 
spring. The program will be Dec. 
3 at the University of Arizona, but 
details have not been finalized. 
Van Pelt authored one of the sum-
mer’s most surprising hits, “Re-
markably Bright Creatures.”

Browse previous Bookmarks 
columns and keep up with news 
from the Tucson book community 
by following Bookmarks Arizona (@
BookArizona) on X.

SUSAN YOUNG  |  TravelPulse 

T
he 75-mile stretch along 
Oregon’s Highway 101 from 
Astoria to Tillamook offers 

a day trip full of surprises. Also 
known as the Oregon Coast High-
way, this route can be accessed a 
couple of hours from Portland and 
includes traversing the Northern 
Oregon Coast Range.

The diverse topography and 
charming towns make this a 
beautiful way to spend a day on 
the road.

1 Astoria 
In the northwest tip of Or-

egon lies the state’s first city, As-
toria, and the largest on this trip. 
The Columbia River meets the 
Pacific Ocean at this point, and, 
alongside the Astoria-Megler 
Bridge, this historic city offers 
a rich map of walking tours and 
water activities.

The Riverfront Trolley is a deal 
for $1, which gets you a one-hour 
round trip covering 3 miles on the 
River Walk with stops including 
the Columbia River Maritime 
Museum. 

Take a drive up to the top of the 
hill overlooking the city, to The 
Astoria Column, a monument 
to the Pacific Northwest and the 
people who settled there, as well 
as the Chinook Indian culture. 

2 Seaside 
A short drive south on 

Highway 101 you will find the 
town of Seaside. From kite festi-
vals to sandcastle competitions to 
bumper cars, this family-oriented 
spot offers tons of things to do 
with the kids. Local eateries tempt 
you with freshly caught crab.

A stroll along the Promenade 
(or The Prom, as the locals call it) 
offers a 1.5-mile paved path along 
the coast. A history lesson about 
the Lewis and Clark expedition is 
found along the walkway in the 
form of historic landmarks and 
culminating in a bronze statue 
commemorating The End of the 
Trail, where the explorers ended 
their 4,000-mile journey and 
turned around to return home.

3 Ecola State Park 
Back on Highway 101, trav-

eling south toward Cannon Beach, 
the road veers inland a bit around 
Ecola State Park. Stretching 9 
miles along the coastline, this 
park offers amazing views of the 
Pacific Ocean, hiking trails and 
glimpses of the famous Haystack 
Rock. Head into the town of Can-
non Beach, where you can get a 
closer view of this massive rock.

4 Cannon Beach 
Cannon Beach presents 

itself as a higher-end, artsy 
community, of galleries, shops, 
restaurants and bars. No fast-
food chains here and a bit pricier 
than its northern neighbor. Park-
ing is ample throughout town and 
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it’s an easy walk to the beach for 
a view of Haystack Rock. When 
the tide rolls out, you can walk up 
to it and search the various tide 
pools for colorful sea life.

Home to the largest onshore 
population of tufted puffins in 
the continental U.S., you might 
catch sight of them between April 
and August.

5 Manzanita 
Back on the road, a few 

miles south, you will find a trio 
of sweet towns, Manzanita, Ne-
halem and Wheeler. You’ll need 
to first stop at a couple of scenic 
overlooks from Neah-Kah-Nie 
Mountain before you get to Man-
zanita’s main street. These spots 
offer jaw dropping views and 
photo ops of Manzanita Beach 
and the Pacific Ocean, with a 
trailhead available from the south 
viewpoint.

From there head south to 
Manzanita’s Laneda Avenue 
for a drive down to the beach 
through this pleasant town, of-
fering shops and a nice selection 
of eateries for breakfast, lunch or 
dinner. The beach is easily acces-
sible with the Neah-Kah-Nie in 
full view, reaching into the surf.

6 Nehalem 
Don’t blink when you get to 

Nehalem or you will miss an op-
portunity to check out the North 
Coast Pinball lounge, the local 
distillery Spirits of the West, and 
Buttercup, a gourmet chowder 
and ice cream restaurant. Watch 
while your choice of chowder is 
created in front of you, then en-
joy it on the banks of the Nehalem 
River. 

7 Wheeler 
Next, check out the antique 

shops and marina in Wheeler for 
a dose of old village charm before 
heading south for more discov-
eries. On the way to Rockaway 
Beach, keep an eye out for the 
old crabbing boat at the entrance 
to Kelly’s Brighton Marina. This 
is the place to go for lessons in 
crabbing and the kids will love 
this campground with boat rent-
als available for your adventure.

8 Rockaway Beach 
On a clear day, Rockaway 

Beach offers a gorgeous view of 
the Twin Rocks but be prepared 
for the fog banks to roll in on a 
moment’s notice. For corn dogs, 
head to the Original Pronto Pup.

9 Tillamook 
A visit to Tillamook Cream-

ery, before entering the downtown 
district, offers an opportunity to 
see how your favorite cheese and 
ice cream are made. Entry is free 
and multiple samples are offered. 
Touted as the House Cheddar 
Built, this facility offers tours, 
tastings and ice cream treats. Af-
ter your visit, check out the Dutch 
Mill Café for lunch on Main Ave-
nue, where you will be immersed 
in an authentic 1950s diner.

10 Oceanside 
To wrap up your trip along 

the northeast coast head due 
west on Highway 131 for 6 miles 
to Oceanside along the Three 
Capes Scenic Loop. On a clear 
day you can spot the Three Arch 
Rocks as you make your way up to 
the Cape Meares National Wild-
life Refuge and Lighthouse. You’ll 
get an up close view of the beacon 
as well as amazing views of the 
Pacific.

Travel well and smart:  
Point your phone 
camera at this code, 
then tap the link for 

EasyTravel101.com.  

The book cover of Alice Leora 
Briggs’ book, “Abecedario de 
Juarez.”

BILL FINLEY 

In the Alice Leora Briggs and Julián Cardona book “Abecedario de Juárez,” 
Briggs pays homage to Charles Bowden by placing him at the end of a 
coroner’s table. The image is called “Necessary Tools.”

COURTESY OF THE ARIZONA STATE MUSEUM 

One of the Discovering Community 
in the Borderlands QR code signs 
at Bonita Park. This particular AR 
exhibit tells the stories of Tucson’s 
west-side women who contributed 
to their community.
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